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Hello	  Fellow	  PVSers	  

Two	  years	  have	  really	  flown	  by	  since	  you	  asked	  me	  to	  be	  the	  President	  of	  our	  great	  club!	  	  I’ve	  had	  
fun	  and	  we’ve	  done	  a	  lot	  of	  activities	  over	  the	  past	  two	  years	  that	  have	  brought	  smiles	  to	  our	  faces.	  	  We	  
supercharged	  PVS	  with	  fabulous	  new	  friends	  from	  Capital	  Golden	  Skiers!	  	  We	  skied	  in	  Europe,	  out	  West,	  
and	  locally;	  we	  swam	  and	  ate	  steak,	  listened	  to	  excellent	  classical	  music,	  sailed	  around	  Annapolis,	  visited	  
classical	  European	  cities,	  tasted	  wonderful	  wines,	  played	  a	  little	  golf,	  learned	  to	  make	  Chinese	  dumplings,	  
rode	  the	  Ferris	  wheel	  and	  much,	  much	  more.	  	  It	  was	  a	  great	  two	  years	  and	  I	  thank	  all	  of	  the	  members	  of	  
PVS	  and	  the	  officers	  for	  making	  it	  so	  much	  fun.	  	  	  

Would	  you	   like	   to	  make	  a	  contribution	   to	  PVS	   that	   involves	  some	  part-‐time	  bookkeeping	  work?	  	  
Do	  you	  enjoy	  balancing	  your	  own	  checking	  account?	   	  Dick	  Laeser,	  our	  esteemed	  Treasurer	   for	  the	  past	  
seven	   years,	   is	   ready	   to	   turn	   over	   the	   baton.	   	  We	   give	   a	   hearty	   thank	   you	   to	  Dick	   for	   all	   the	  monthly	  
reports	  and	  for	  guiding	  our	  bank	  accounts	  all	  this	  time.	  	  	  	  

If	  you	  would	  be	   interested	   in	  handling	   this	  position	   for	  PVS,	  please	  get	   in	   touch	  with	  me	  at	  703	  
595	  8375	  or	  nancymckin@gmail.com.	  	  And	  Dick	  will	  be	  able	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  may	  have	  about	  
the	  position.	   	  Briefly,	   the	  duties	   require	   a	  methodical	  person	  who	  has	  used	  Excel,	  who	   can	   collect	   and	  
dispense	  checks	  for	  PVS,	  and	  who	  reports	  monthly	  by	  email	  to	  the	  Executive	  Committee	  on	  the	  status	  of	  
our	  accounts.	  	  Attendance	  at	  all	  ExCom	  meetings	  is	  not	  necessary	  and	  many	  meetings	  are	  telephonic.	  	  (Ski	  
trip	  funds	  are	  NOT	  run	  through	  the	  PVS	  Treasury.)	  	  This	  is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  give	  back	  to	  the	  Club!	  

See	  you	  at	  the	  Annual	  Meeting	  on	  April	  21	  in	  Reston!	  
--Nancy 

	  

 

PVS Annual Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015, 7:30 PM 
Reston Town Center 

Midtown Condo Party Room 
11990 Market Street, Reston, VA 20190 

Host:  Reg Heitchue, 703-437-7611 
heitchu@yahoo.com 

 
 Join fellow PVSers at the annual business meeting to elect new ExCom Officers (page 2) for 2015-2016, to vote 
for full active membership for Applicant Members (page 3), and to join in on the perennially favorite social hour with 
friends. 
 Please BRING a favorite dessert (A to J surname) or appetizer (K to Z surname) to share.  Beverages will be 
provided.  As we are in a party room, please take your platter and leftovers home with you.  $3.00/PVS member. 
 See next page for directions and parking. 
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Election of Officers & Board Members (2015 – 2016) at the April Meeting: 
 

Candidates for PVS Officers & Board Members, 
for 2015-2016 

 
President:  Carolyn DeVilbiss* ExCom:  Herb Bennett*	  
Vice President:  Bob Kramer* ExCom:  Marna Blanchette* 
 ExCom:  Celia Chen* 
 ExCom:  Reg Heitchue* 
    (1-year) 
 
Additional nominations may be made by the signatures of 
any five active members in good standing and must be 
presented at a business meeting at least one month prior to 
the election, which will be held on April 21, 2015 

Submitted by the Nominating Committee: 
 

Bob Knopes (Chair) 

John Brunelli 

Jan Marx 

Ray McKinley 

Don Vierimaa 

Inge Lesjak 

 

  
* Profiles published in the March ’15 TOOT, pages 5-7; and on pvskiers.org>Newsletter>Profiles . . . 

	  

 
Directions to Annual Meeting from the Beltway: 

 
 Take Route 267 West (toll road) 
 Take exit 12 (Reston Parkway), and turn right at the end of the 

exit ramp 
 Turn left onto Bluemont Way 
 Turn right onto Explorer Street 
   Take the second left onto Market Street 
 Midtown Condominium is on the right at 11990 Market Street             
 Stop in front of the building for the valet. The valet will either 

park your car (free) or direct you to the underground 
garage entrance around the corner.  

Park in any open space. 
 The concierge will direct PVSers to the Party Room upstairs.   
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J. David Warthen, Jr. 
dwarthen@verizon.net 

Spring has sprung??? 

 
 
 
 
After a rough February with more snow than 
anyone wanted to shovel, can Spring really be here?  
I think we are all ready for cherry blossoms, 
forsythia, daffodils, tulips, and azaleas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOOT Distribution to 186 Members:  
-pdf: 161; Text (Att.): 1; USPS: 4  
Thanks to:  
-TOOT Coordinator – E. Thayer  
-TOOT USPS – Volunteers  

D. Warthen – Layout Editor &  
Electronic TOOT  

Roster Changes: (notify-dwarthen@verizon.net) - 
Jim Arnold, jamesarnold36@myfairpoint.net [new] 
Richard E. Lau, richarde.lau@gmail.com  
-239 Jinny Hill Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 
-203-272-0819 h [new member] 

April is Annual Meeting (page1), and it is time for 
the election of a new President, Vice President, and 
four ExCom Board Members (page 2).  Be sure to 
join us on April 21, 2015, at Reg Heitchue’s party 
room in Reston, VA, at 7:30 PM for a fun evening.   
In addition to voting for or against candidate 
ExCom Officers, we will also be voting upon ten 
Applicant Members who have met qualifications to   
become Full Active PVS Members.  They are: 
James Gunning – Associate Individual (NJ) 
 Sponsor – Peter Russell 
Ben & Janet Hanson III – Associate Couple 
 Sponsor – Margaret Wyckoff 
Barry & Kathy Lake – Active Couple 
 Sponsor – Charlotte Eddy 
Martha Nelson – Active Couple 
 Sponsor – Dick & Rosemary Schwartzbard 
Aaron Schwartzbard – Active Couple 
 Sponsor – Dick & Rosemary Schwartzbard 
Thomas & Mary Tycz – Active Couple 
 Sponsor – Richard Parlow 
Richard E. Lau – Associate Individual (CT) 
 Sponsor - Rosemary Schwartzbard 
Special thanks go to the Sponsors of our Applicants.  
Not only do Sponsors introduce the club to 
Applicants, but they also mentor them at meetings, 
on the slopes, and at club events.   
 
The Members’ Corner also salutes outgoing 
President, Nancy McKinley; Vice President, John 
Holt; and Board Members:  Paul Levy, Bob 
Knopes, Maryann Rozzell, and Marianne Soponis 
– well done good and faithful servants!  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2015 Olney, MD 
First Day of Spring 
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SKI	  TALK	  
APRIL	  2015	  

	  
	  

It	  has	  been	  another	  successful	  ski	  season.	  	  If	  you	  plan	  your	  winter	  well,	  you	  may	  be	  able	  to	  miss	  the	  local	  
snowstorms,	   as	   we	   did,	   while	   you	   enjoy	   skiing	   in	   wonderful	   places.	   	   In	   January,	   we	   had	   a	   week	   of	  
beautiful	  blue	  skies	  and	  sun	  at	  Snowmass	  and	  we	  just	  returned	  from	  two	  weeks	  in	  Slovenia	  and	  Austria,	  
with	   sun	   all	   but	   one	   day.	   	   The	   temperatures	   were	   moderate	   and	   the	   snow	   was	   great.	   	   While	   I	   look	  
forward	  to	  spring,	  I	  will	  miss	  the	  mountains	  and	  the	  snow.	  	  	  
	  
	  
As	  soon	  as	  we	  finish	  one	  ski	  season,	  we	  must	  prepare	  for	  the	  next.	  	  It	  takes	  months	  of	  planning	  to	  get	  trips	  
organized.	  	  Our	  ski	  trip	  leaders	  begin	  the	  work	  with	  the	  proposal.	  	  I	  
am	   happy	   to	   report	   that	   two	   trips	   are	   on	   the	   table	   for	   2016:	  	  
Snowmass	   for	   January	   	   and	   the	   BRSC	   Western	   Carnival	   to	  
Snowbird	   for	   early	   February.	   	   Marianne	   Soponis	   led	   the	   trip	   to	  
Snowmass	  this	  year	  to	  rave	  reviews	  and	  has	  agreed	  to	  lead	  the	  trip	  for	  2016.	  	  This	  trip	  will	  be	  scheduled	  

mid-‐January.	   	   Eloise	   and	   Mike	  
Strand	   have	   agreed	   to	   lead	   the	  
BRSC	  Winter	  Carnival	  to	  Snowbird	  
in	   early	   February.	   	   If	   you	   have	   a	  
trip	  you	  are	   interested	   in	   leading,	  
please	   send	   proposals,	   questions	  
or	   recommendations	   to	   me.	   	   We	  
are	   hoping	   to	   have	   our	   ski	  
schedule	   for	   next	   year	   set	   by	   late	  
May. 	  

	  
	  
	  
One	   way	   to	   get	   ideas	   for	   trips	   is	   to	   attend	   the	   Ski	   Travel	   Show	  
scheduled	  for	  Friday	  evening,	  May	  1,	   at	   	   the	  Marriott	  Hotel,	   8020	  
Leesburg	   Pike,	   Tysons	   Corner.	   	   Check	   it	   out	   on	   the	   website:	  
www.prwtravelshows.com/DC.htm.	   	   It	   starts	  at	  6:30PM	  and	  ends	  at	  
9:30PM.	   	   Vendors	   from	   most	   of	   the	   major	   resorts	   attend	   with	  
brochures,	  pins,	  maps	  and	  lots	  of	  information.	  	  This	  is	  an	  opportunity	  
to	   talk	   to	   tour	   operators	   and	   resort	   personnel.	   	   It	   is	   a	   fun	   evening	  
with	   a	   cash	  bar	   and	  hors	  d’oeuvres	   served	   all	   evening.	   	   If	   you	   stick	  
around	  to	  the	  end,	  you	  may	  even	  win	  a	  ski	  trip	  or	  at	  least	  a	  cap	  or	  a	  t-‐
shirt.	  	  Let	  me	  know	  if	  you	  want	  to	  attend	  and	  I	  will	  register	  you.	  	  	  
	  
	  
Looking	  forward	  to	  hearing	  from	  you.	  

	  
	  
Rosemary	  Schwartzbard	  
rosemaryschw@gmail.com	  	  
	  

	  

Corduroy	  at	  Snowbird,	  UT	  

Marriott	  Hotel	  –	  Tysons	  Corner	  
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PVS	  LOCAL	  SKIING	  (2014-‐2015)	  --John H. Smith 

 Most every week since December, there have been three to six of us who met up for a day of skiing at either Liberty 
Mountain or Whitetail Resort.  Some of the people were doing local skiing to warm up for going on PVS week-long trips.  
Other were just getting back into skiing after being away from skiing for awhile, and easy local skiing proved to be a way 
to gently test their skill. 

 We got a particularly good start in January, once it turned cold enough to 
make snow regularly.  Both ski areas were very diligent in making snow when 
ever possible; so. the base built up to about four feet by early January 
(sometimes there was more base locally than there was out West).  We carefully 
selected the day(s) of the week to go skiing so that we almost always had good 
groomed snow, little or no wind, lots of sunshine, and temperatures in the 20s.  

Most of us no longer look forward to skiing in blizzards and in freezing temperatures, and now only want to go out when 
it is beautiful and pleasant. 
 February was a more challenging month for local skiing.  The snow conditions 
were good all month with plenty of base (more than four feet) and very good 
grooming at both ski areas.  However, there was either stormy weather or far below 
normal temperatures a few days each week.  Some weeks it was good at the 
mountains, but difficult to get there because of our regular sleet and freezing rain at 
home.  Nevertheless, we were able to find at least one suitable day each week.   

 Although the snow cover was still good 
during the first two weeks of March, our frequent 
days of heavy rain and temperatures in the 50s or even 60s at the mountains brought 
an abrupt end to local skiing shortly after St. Patrick’s Day.  
 Now we can rest up for a few months and look forward to next season.  It’s a 
good way to do a little gentle skiing in preparation for one of our major trips or just to 
get back to skiing if you have been away from skiing for a while.  
 

======================================================================================= 

 
In	   its	   23rd	   season	   of	  
world	   -‐class	  
performances,	   Eclipse	  
Chamber	  Orchestra	  offers	  
audiences	   an	   eclectic	  
pastiche	   of	   music.	   	   Once	  
again	   the	   critically	  
acclaimed	   ensemble,	  

composed	   of	  musicians	   from	   the	   National	   Symphony	   Orchestra,	  
will	   play	   its	   subscription	   season	   at	   the	   George	   Washington	  
Masonic	   Temple	   in	  Old	   Town	  Alexandria,	   VA,	   one	  of	   the	  D.C.	  

area's	  most	   intimate	   concert	   venues	  with	   free	  parking	   and	   located	  near	   the	  King	   Street	  Metro	   stop	   as	  
well.	   	   Please	   join	   PVS	   to	   enjoy	   the	   upcoming	   concert,	   only	   1	   of	   3	   performances	   in	   the	   season.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
www.eclipseco.org	  

SUNDAY,	  April	  19	  at	  3	  PM	  
Brahms/Teie:	  Piano	  Quartet	  No.	  3	  in	  C	  Minor	  -‐	  world	  premier	  of	  this	  transcription	  

Brahms:	  Serenade	  No.	  1	  in	  D	  Major	  
A	  reception	  follows	  the	  concert	  in	  the	  Great	  Hall.	  	  Optional:	  	  gather	  for	  a	  local	  dinner	  after	  the	  concert.	  

Eclipse	  Chamber	  Orchestra	   is	   committed	   to	  bringing	  quality	  music	  at	  a	  price	   that	  everyone	  can	  afford.	   	  Therefore	   it’s	  
“pay	  as	  you	  can.”	  	  	  Donations	  are	  made	  at	  the	  door	  or	  you	  can	  donate	  online.	  
Please	  RSVP	  to	  Ray	  and	  Nancy	  McKinley	  at	  703	  527	  7216	  or	  at	  raymckin@gmail.com	  by	  April	  18	  to	  let	  us	  know	  you’re	  
coming.	  	  We’ll	  see	  you	  there!	  	  	  

Join PVS for the 
Eclipse Chamber 
Orchestra’s 
concert Sunday, 
April  19,  at  
3:00pm 

Coming	  Event	  
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Past	  Event	  
PVS	  March	  22,	  2015	  Meeting	  

at	  the	  home	  of	  Maryann	  Rozzell	  
	  

	   If	  at	  first	  you	  don’t	  succeed,	  try,	  try	  again.	  	  (Ancient	  
proverb	  first	  recorded	  in	  1840.)	  	  This	  is	  Maryann	  Rozzell’s	  
motto	  as	  she	  tried	  to	  host	  the	  PVS	  February	  meeting,	  which	  
was	   cancelled	   due	   to	   snow,	   and	   succeeded	   in	   hosting	   the	  
PVS	   March	   meeting.	   	   There	   were	   30	   attendees	   including	  
the	   hostess	   and	   three	   applicant	   members,	   Barry	   Lake,	  
Kathy	  Lake,	  and	  Tom	  Tycz.	  	  It	  was	  a	  lively	  crowd	  who	  were	  
observed	   enjoying	   the	   wine,	   the	   appetizers,	   Rosemary	  
Schwartzbard’s	  photo	  show	  of	   the	  Austrian	  and	  Slovenian	  
trip,	   and	   each	   other.	   	   The	   atmosphere	   reflected	   the	   hope	  
that	   spring	   had	   finally	   sprung,	   and	   the	   previously	  
housebound	  were	  determined	  to	  have	  PVS	  fun.	  
	  

	   Ellie	   Thayer	   chaired	   the	   meeting	   and	   gave	  
the	   Events	   and	   Programs	   Report	   in	   the	   absence	   of	  
the	   under-‐the-‐weather,	   housebound	   McKinleys.	  	  
Members	   were	   particularly	   encouraged	   to	   attend	  
the	  April	   annual	  meeting	  when	   the	   club	  elects	  new	  
officers	   and	   confirms	   active	   status	   upon	   ten	  
applicant	   members.	   	   The	   candidates	   who	   were	  
present	  were	  recognized.	   	  Members	  were	  reminded	  
to	  “save	  the	  date,”	  November	  1,	  2015,	  for	  the	  club’s	  
Golden	   Jubilee.	   	   Rosemary,	   Ski	   Trip	   Committee	  
Chair,	   summarized	   the	   three	   successful	   2015	   ski	  
trips	   with	   their	   variable	   weather	   conditions	   and	  
spoke	   briefly	   about	   the	   2016	   Snowmass	   trip	  
(Marianne	   Soponis,	   leader)	   and	   the	   PVS/BRSC	  
Winter	   Carnival	   Snowbird	   trip	   (Strands,	   leaders).	  	  
Serge	  Triau	  gave	   a	  heartfelt	   thanks	   to	   all	   PVSers	  who	   sent	  him	  cards,	   emails,	   and	  get-‐well	  wishes	   and	  
ended	  by	  noting	  that	  PVSers	  are	  a	  generous	  and	  caring	  lot.	  	  

	  
	   The	  afternoon	  ended	  with	  brownies	  and	  cake	  
and	  warm	  feelings.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Submitted	  by	  Ellie	  
Thayer	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Mike	  &	  Maryann	  

Barry,	  Charlotte,	  Kathy,	  &	  Maryann	  

Bob,	  Liz,	  Jan,	  Sue	  Ann,	  &	  Nancy	  
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PVS/BRSC EUROFEST March 2015 
SLOVENIA and AUSTRIA 

 
SLOVENIA 
  Thirty-four participants of the 2015 BRSC Eurofest (including 13 PVSers) went on 
the pre-trip to Bled, Slovenia,	   which was led by Inge and Sam Lesjak.  We were fortunate to 
have Inge and Sam who led many previous trips to Slovenia. 

 In Bled, we stayed at the Grand 
Hotel Toplice located alongside 
beautiful Lake Bled with spectacular 
views of the lake, Bled Castle, and 
surrounding mountains.  The hotel was a 
5-star sprawling old hotel: spacious, but 
well appointed with modern facilities.  
Full buffet breakfast and mini-menu 
dinners were included in our package.  
The food and service were par excellence.  A thermal swimming 
pool and saunas were available for relaxation and fun. 
  Roomies Margaret Wyckoff and Louann Eadie seemed to 
have the most interesting experiences.  After dressing for the pool, 
they shockingly discovered they were wearing exactly the same style 

swimsuit (Costco).  We are guessing their swimsuit sizes were somewhat different.  Upon arrival at the pool, they 
discovered the water temperature was not warm enough…so off to the sauna.  Oops…the sauna “dress” was au-
natural…back to theroom.  A subsequent “incident” involved a 
bathtub…but Margaret saved the day with her understanding of physics 
from two years of engineering school in years past. 

  On our first day 
trip, we were off to the 
capital city of Ljubljana.  
We went on a walking tour 
of the old town and visited 
the Ljubljana castle and the 
National Museum of 
Contemporary History.  
The tour was ably led by 
Tina, who does tours for 
Rick Steves. 
  The second day trip took us on a bus traveling adventure through 
winding mountain roads and passes to visit a well-organized and narrated 
WW I museum in Kobarid, Slovenia.  Some of us could not figure out who 
the “good guys” and “bad guys” were back then. 
  The last day in Slovenia, we were free to explore the local sights.  
High on almost everyone’s list was to explore Bled Castle high on a cliff 
above the lake.  Some had the stamina and energy to walk up; others took a 
taxi.  Either way, the trip was well worth it.  There was time for walking 
around the lake and shopping, of course.  We had a live band for dancing at 
our farewell dinner. 

This portion submitted by Mike and Eloise Strand. 
 

HINTERTUX 
 After a six-hour scenic ride from Slovenia through mountain tunnels and high mountain roads, our group reached 
our lovely hotel in Hintertux, the Thermal Badhotel Kirchler.  Our hotel was only a few minutes ride from the Hintertux 
Glacier by the “blue” bus, which circled between a stop near the hotel and the Glacier.  The rental shop, Nenner Sport, 
was right across the street from the hotel, with a larger branch near the entrance to the gondola at the base of the Hintertux 
Glacier.  We were very pleased with the high quality of the rental equipment. 

Ski	  Report	  

Inge	  &	  Sam	  

Mike	  &	  Eloise	  
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 The first day, which was warm and sunny, PVS 
skiers tried out the slopes at the Glacier and were very 
pleased with the excellent snow conditions and the long 
groomed intermediate/advanced level runs.  Those of us 
who had limited European skiing experience were amazed 
to discover that it took three long gondola rides to reach the 
top of the mountain, and that we were skiing way above the 
tree line.  With the exception of one snowy day, where the 
visibility was very limited and the skiing extremely 
challenging, the snow conditions were quite good and the 
weather sunny and pleasant.  The second day, a PVS group 
went with Herbert, a guide provided by the hotel, to the ski 
mountains on the other side of the hotel, and skied as far as 
the slopes above Mayrhofen.  Hearing the report of this 
excellent adventure, another PVS group took a guided tour 
on the next day, and enjoyed the magnificent scenery, while 
covering a lot of territory keeping up with the rapid pace of 
our guide, Franz.  This group was delighted to have the translation services of Marianne Hines, who engaged in a lively 
conversation with the guide.  This group covered over twenty miles with the guide seeing the best of several connected ski 
areas, which are part of the Zillertal 3000.  Those who skied the day after the snowy day reported a fabulous day skiing in 

powder conditions.   
 Our skiers learned to master the moving carpet found 
at the entrance to many of the chair lifts; most skiers were 
successful using the T bars, with the exception of Bob Jablon, 
who attempted to take this lift holding the bar in front.  After 
his fall from the lift, it took two strong, young Austrian men to 
get him on his feet and back into his skis.  Speaking of feet, 
Bob was perplexed when he went to pick up his shoes at the ski 
rental shop one day on finding two identical pair of shoes 
where he had left his single pair of shoes.  Not knowing which 
pair belonged to him, Bob kept his ski boots on and returned 
the next day to pick up his shoes – there was only one pair left, 
which we hope belonged to Bob.   
 Our group enjoyed the large, spacious rooms, 
decorated in classic Austrian chalet style, and feasted on the 
excellent and plentiful food provided by the hotel.  The first 
and last nights, the hotel provided a dinner buffet with a 

multitude of choices (for example, roast beef, spareribs, chicken, and other meat choices, fried mushroom balls, smoked 
salmon, mussels, spinach crepes, and more).  On the second night, we were served an 11-course meal; all meals the other 
nights had five courses.  The first “course” consisted of a large salad bar, various cheeses and meats and bread.  This 
course was followed by a choice of soup or a fruit drink, then by a fish or pasta dish (e.g., tuna carpaccio or smoked 
salmon).  There was a choice of the main course each 
night (such as wiener schnitzel, thick slices of rare veal, 
chicken with curry sauce, vegetarian lasagne), and the 
meal was completed with a wonderful dessert (and, on 
buffet night, a huge choice of pastries and excellent ice 
cream).  The breakfast buffets were also plentiful and 
varied, with a large variety of bread and rolls, cheeses, 
meats, omelets and other breakfast food.  It is not 
surprising that most of us had trouble fitting into our ski 
pants by the end of the week. 
 For those in our group who did not ski, or wished 
to take time off from skiing, there were a number of day 
trips, namely trips to Munich, Innsbruck, and Salzburg.  
The guide for these trips was Ilsa, who was very 
informative and easy to follow.  A number of people 

Rosemary	  &	  Dick,	  Marianne	  &	  Kerry,	  Cara	  &	  Bob	  

et	  al.	  
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spent a day in Mayrhofen, which was accessible from the hotel by local buses.  Some members of the group enjoyed a 
swim in the warm, heated, indoor swimming pool; some daring individuals tried out the sauna, following the European 
tradition of shedding all attire. 
 Another unique event was the hour-long tour of the 
rather aromatic stables, housing 70 cows, right near the hotel.  
Our group viewed the automatic milking machines, enjoyed 
interacting with the cows and a one-day old baby calf, learned 
about the difference between Austrian and German hay, saw the 
cheese making facilities, and tried fresh, unpasteurized milk. 
 Some members of our group were introduced to the 
pleasure of Jagertee, a potent concoction consisting of rum, 
Austrian liquor, and spices, and a small amount of tea.  Gluwein 
(a hot, mulled wine) was also an excellent après-ski drink. 

This portion submitted by Cara Jablon.    
 
VIENNA 
 After a wonderful ski week in Hintertux, most of the 
group loaded their gear on the bus for the long ride to Vienna; 

several members of our group headed to other 
European destinations.  We were delighted by the 
beautiful Parkhotel Schonbrunn, conveniently located 
near a subway stop and close to the Schonbrunn 
Palace, and enjoyed the wonderful breakfast buffet 
with its excellent “Vienna” rolls.  In Vienna, many 
members of our group participated in the tour the first 
full day in the city.  With the incredible variety of 
attractions offered by Vienna, members of the group 
went their separate ways to pursue their particular 
interests.  Cara and Bob Jablon were fortunate to have 
procured tickets to La Traviata; Louann Eadie, Peter 
Russell, Margaret Wyckoff, and others filled their 
schedules with a multitude of concerts, including 
Mozart’s Requiem at St. Stephen’s Cathedral.  They 
were also able to see the Lipizzaner Horse Show and 

stables. Some members of the group enjoyed seeing 
Klimt’s “The Kiss” at the Belvedere Museum and 
viewing the old masters at the Kunsthistoriches 
Museum.  Others enjoyed simply walking around this 
beautiful city with its large, imposing, ornate buildings, 
and sampling the fare of its many cafes and restaurants.  
Café respites and gelato were a major event each day.  
We were all amazed at the size of the portions of wiener 
schnitzel (but ate it all), and could not get enough 
Sacher tortes and apple strudels.  Many spent some 
quality time in the Swarovski stores in central Vienna 
getting treasures for themselves and loved ones!  Some 
favorite eating spots were the Central Café and 
Plachutta where the famous Vienna boiled beef was 
served in copper pots and the staff gave instructions on 
the proper way to eat this feast. 
 Our thanks to Inge and Sam Lesjak for leading 
such an excellent trip. 

This portion submitted by Louann Eadie. 
 

Louann	   	   Margaret	  
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  T H E  
   K N E E  
   by Ray  McKinley  
              RaysKnee@gmail.com 

Do	   you	   know	   what	   time	   it	   is?	   	   Spring	  
training	   is	   over	   and	   it’s	   baseball	   time.	   	   Go 
Washington Nationals!	  	  

Yup,	  sadly	  ski	  season	  is	  over.	   	  As	  far	  as	  the	  
Knee	  knows	  our	   latest	   skier	  was	  Bob	  McNeill.	   	  He	  
skied	   at	   the	   end	   of	   March	   at	   Mt	   Sunapee	   and	  
Gunstock.	  	  And	  Bob	  plans	  to	  ski	  in	  Knee	  Hampshire	  
through	  at	  least	  mid-‐April	  if	  conditions	  permit.	  	  

Bob	   Knopes	   planned	   to	   attend	   his	   last	  
monthly	  meeting	  while	   an	  ExComer.	   	   (His	   term	   is	  
ending.)	   	   But	   he	   had	   a	   conflict	   and	   missed	   the	  
event.	   	   Bob	   and	   Karen	   had	   previously	   purchased	  
tickets	   to	   the	  Washington	  Opera’s	   performance	   of	  
la	   Traviata.	   	   Bob	   said	   the	   opera	   was	   fully	   staged	  
and	   in	   kneeoclassical	   style.	   	   Ellie	   Thayer	   recalled	  
that	  the	  last	  time	  she	  saw	  the	  opera	  was	  five	  or	  six	  
years	   ago	   on	   the	   jumbotron	   screen	   in	   center	   field	  
at	  the	  Nationals	  Park.	  

 A	   chairlift	   malfunction	   that	   injured	   seven	  
skiers	  at	  Maine’s	  Sugarloaf	   ski	  area	   last	  week	  was	  
caused	   by	   a	   broken	   drive	   shaft	   in	   a	   gearbox	   that	  
allowed	  the	   lift	   to	  move	  in	  reverse	  and	  by	  a	  brake	  
system	   that	   failed	   to	   stop	   the	   lift	   because	   of	   a	  
design	   flaw.	   	   The	   lift,	   carrying	   more	   than	   200	  
skiers,	   was	   stopped	   by	   an	   emergency	   brake	   that	  
engaged	  automatically.	   	  The	  ski	   industry	  says	   that	  
riding	   a	   chairlift	   is	   safer	   than	   riding	   an	   elevator,	  
and	  there	  has	  not	  been	  a	  death	  due	  to	  mechanical	  
malfunction	  since	  1993.	  	  

As	   PVS	   ages,	   fewer	   of	   us	   are	   skiing.	   	   The	  
Knee	  offers	  this	  suggestion	  to	   increase	  attendance	  
on	   our	   ski	   trips.	   	   We	   should	   run	   “Ski	   and	   Bingo	  
Trips.”	   	   This	   would	   require	   a	   slight	   change	   from	  
our	  normal	  procedures.	  	  But	  it’s	  important	  for	  us	  to	  
remember	  that	  change	   is	   inevitable,	  except	   from	  a	  
vending	  machine.	  

I'm	   still	   trying	   to	   find	   Gertrude	   Stein’s	  
recipe	  for	  Spanish	  rice	  arroz	  is	  arroz	  is	  arroz.	  

According	   to	   Marvin	   Hass,	   perhaps	   the	  
biggest	   news	   lately	   in	   North	   American	   skiing	   has	  
been	   the	   announcement	   in	   2014	   that	   seven	   ski	  
resorts	   perched	   high	   above	  Salt	   Lake	   City	  hope	   to	  
join	   hands	   to	   create	   the	   largest	   megaresort	   in	  
North	   America.	   	   OneWasatch,	   as	   it’s	   being	   billed,	  
would	  be	  a	  colossus,	  with	  one	  ski	  pass	  linking	  more	  

than	   100	   lifts	   across	   Utah’s	   Wasatch	   Mountains,	  
more	   than	   double the	   acreage	   of	  Whistler-‐
Blackcomb	  in	   Canada,	   currently	   the	   continent’s	  
largest	   ski	   resort.	   Its	   backers	   say	   OneWasatch	  
would	  offer	  an	  experience	  akin	   to	  Europe’s	   linked	  
valley-‐to-‐valley	  ski	  systems	   like	  Arlberg	   in	  Austria	  
or	  Trois	  Vallées	  in	  France.	  

The	   idea	   is	   ambitious.	   It’s	   sexy.	   It’s	   also	  
hugely	   controversial.	   Opponents	   say	   linking	   the	  
resorts	   isn’t	   right	   for	   the	   mountains,	   or	   for	   the	  
people	   who	   play	   in	   them.	   No	   final	   decision	   has	  
been	  made	  on	  linking	  the	  ski	  resorts.	  	  
	   Skiing	  with	  a	  bunch	  of	  other	  PVSers,	  Kerry	  
Hines	   skied	   off	   the	   side	   of	   the	   trail	   into	   a	   pile	   of	  
loose	  snow.	   	  He	  did	  a	   face	  plant	   that	   resulted	   in	  a	  
bloody	  nose.	   	  Nothing	  Kerry	   could	  do	  was	   able	   to	  
stem	   the	   bleeding.	   	   Finally	   one	   woman	  
remembered	   that	   she	   had	   a	   tampon	   with	   her.	  	  
Kerry	   stuck	   the	   tampon	   up	   his	   nostril	   and	   it	  
worked.	  	  The	  bleeding	  stopped.	  	  
	   Vail	   Resorts	   and	   the	   U.S.	   Forest	   Service	  
(USFS)	   have	   confirmed	   that	   a	   number	   of	   smoke	  
shacks	   for	   marijuana	   use	   at	   Vail,	   Beaver	   Creek,	  
Breckenridge	   and	   Keystone	   resorts	   have	   been	  
destroyed	  recently.	  	  The	  resorts	  are	  located	  on	  U.S.	  
Forest	   Service	   land,	   where	   possession	   and	  
consumption	  of	  marijuana	  is	  illegal.	  	  

Margaret	  Wyckoff	   and	   Louann	   Eadie	  were	  
roommates	   on	   Inge	   Lesjak’s	   trip	   to	  Austria.	   	   They	  
decided	  to	  visit	  the	  spa	  one	  afternoon.	  	  When	  they	  
came	  out	  of	   the	   locker	   room	  they	  discovered	   they	  
both	  had	  identical	  bathing	  suits!	  

Later	  on	  the	  trip,	  Louann	  had	  an	  encounter	  
with	  an	  antique,	  very	  narrow	  bathtub.	  	  She	  and	  her	  
roomie	   kneerly	   created	   an	   international	   incident.	  	  
What	  happened?	   	   I’m	  sorry,	   that	   information	  is	  on	  
a	   “kneed	   to	   know”	   basis	   only.	   	   Kneedless	   to	   say,	  
all’s	  well	  that	  ends	  well.	  

Residents	   of	   the	   Swiss	   resort	   of	   St.	  Moritz	  
woke	   up	   recently	   by	   the	   sound	   of	   sirens	  
wailing.	  	   Opening	   their	   shutters,	   they	   saw	   that	   a	  
submarine	  had	  broken	  through	  the	  ice	  of	  the	  land-‐
locked	   frozen	   Lake	   St.	   Moritz	   -‐-‐	   at	   well	   over	   one	  
mile	   above	   sea	   level.	  	   Closer	   inspection,	   however,	  
revealed	   that	   all	   was	   not	   as	   it	   seemed.	  	   The	  
submarine	   was	   actually	   an	   art	   installation-‐cum-‐
pop	  up	  bar.	  	  The	  submarine	  bar,	  measures	  131	  feet	  
in	  length	  and	  is	  30	  feet	  high	  Visitors	  have	  been	  able	  
to	  enjoy	  the	  hospitality	  of	  the	  submarine	  bar	  while	  
sitting	   on	   padded	   torpedo	   segments	   while	  
recordings	   of	   turbine	   generators	   and	   a	   real	   sub	  
breaking	  through	  ice	  are	  played	  in	  the	  background.	  
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PVS Calendar 2015:  
Apr	   19	   Sun	   Eclipse	  Chamber	  Orchestra,	  3:00	  PM,	  GW	  Masonic	  National	  Memorial,	  	  
	   	   	   gwmemorial.org	  Brahms	  Program,	  RSVP	  McKinleys	  	  
	   	   	   Alexandria,	  VA,	  (dinner	  afterward	  is	  an	  option)	  –	  page	  5	  
Apr	   21	   Tue	   Annual	  Meeting,	  7:30	  PM,	  Reg	  Heitchue’s	  Party	  Room,	  Reston,	  VA 	  
Apr	   28	   Tue	   ExCom	  Meeting,	  7:30	  PM,	  DeVilbiss,	  Alexandria,	  VA	  
May	   01	   Fri	   Washington,	  DC	  Ski	  Travel	  Show,	  6:30	  PM-‐9	  PM,	  	  
	   	   	   prwtravelshows.com/DC.htm	  
	   	   	   Marriott	  Hotel	  –	  Tyson	  Corners,	  VA	  	  	  
May	   19	   Tue	   May	  General	  Meeting,	  7:30	  PM,	  TBA	  
Nov	   01	   Sun	   PVS	  Golden	  Jubilee	  at	  Top	  of	  the	  Town,	  Rosslyn,	  VA	  
	   	   	   topofthetown.net	  
 

PVS Ski Trips 2016: 
 
 
January	  13-‐20,	  2016:	  	  PVS	  Snowmass,	  CO	  (Marianne	  Soponis)	  
	  
January	  30-‐February	  6	  ,	  2016:	  	  PVS/BRSC	  Western	  Carnival	  -‐	  Snowbird,	  

UT	  (Strands)	  
	  
	  
	  

 

Useful Ski “Links” 
Potomac Valley Skiers ............................................................... potomacvalleyskiers.org  
 PVS Website login: Username = Member, member, or MEMBER; Password = TOOT 
BRSC Sanctioned Trips ............................................................. skicouncil.com/tripsbydate.htm 
DC Ski Online News ................................................................... dcski.com	  
Best of Times Ski Club ............................................................. bestoftimesskiclub.org >Ski Trips 
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