
vor.urae xxxrrr @"a.rrr.o %o//.?t -&rrbo, &r*. JUNE 1998

vr${lNc1oN IAIYIJTND vtRclNt
PBESIITENTTS There are sone anong us lrho suggest that PVs is
S ITZMART(  ma in l y  a  " c1ean  P ld te  c lub , "  a  g rea t  g roup  to

be long  to  i f  you  a re  a  gou rme t  o r  gou rmand ,  as
the  case  may  be .  However ,  as  much  as  we  en joy  feas t i ng  (and
we surely dol), we are anal forever lr i l l  be e group passionately
devoted to ski j .og. Whatever the level of our ski l l .  we are--
intoxicated is not too strong a nord--by the sport,

An example of thls fervor and the rewari ls of daring and con-
quering the impossible (be it  a beginner's slope or the highest
mountain ) j .s to be found in this issue of TOO! where Reg Heitchue
alescribes a memorable day in I996 on Utah's Intercodnect.

Reg, 62 years o1d anal a long-t ine PVSer, enphasizes that physical-
f i tness and determination are perhaps more inportant than ski ing
technique. It 's clearly not for everyone but for those ir 'ho
have  the  hea r t  i t ' s  a  k i ck  ana l  a  ha l f .

Next March, Reg ancl fel1ow PVSer David Abraham, age 74. plan
to thlow dov,m the qauntlet to helicopter ski ing in the Canadian
Rockies Bugaboos.

Good 1uck, guys! We look forlrald to your report. Your plates
(ful l) lr i l l  be in the warning oven a\rai l ing your return,

.l
d.J^-./

Lu Beale, President

Home of Betty Lalrrence, 525 Haven Lane, creat Falls, VA.
re lephone :  703 -759-0471 .

Directions: Take Beltsray Exit 13 onto Route I93 (ceorgetown
P ike )  t oward  Grea t  Fa l l s .  D l i ve  6 .3  m i les  to  c rea t  Fa1 ls  where
you turn r ight on Walker Road. co 1.1 ni les to Left on Squires
Traj. l .  At the entl of the !oad, turn left onlo Haven Lane anal
proceed to 525 on the left.

i^:-W4t,
JUNE 1 ,9 .  1998  -  ? r30  p .m.



Joan r' lake is taking reservations for thi.s event,

t o  2 5 .  C a 1 1  h e r  a L  3 0 1 - 7 6 2 - 6 8 9 0 .

t*tt *{..i.

BIKERJDE MIDWEEK TIIURSDAY JUNE 11 W&OD T.ail

Meet at VIENNA CoMMLlNrry CErrrER at 10:30 am for a l7 mile round trip bike ride mosdy
on the w&oD Trail. Terrain is largely flaL Lunch aI Lake AJlrle Celter in Reston at IL
CIGNo restaurant outdoon on the plaza at the lale Aont PVSers not wishing to bike are
welcome to join the cyclists for llmch around 12:30. Ioterested Pvsers should cal Marvin
Hass (703) 751-4737 or Betty B',rne (202) 483-4048.

Directions: Vienna Community Center: Co to cefier of Vieffra on Maple Ave (Rte 123). Th€n east on Park
Steet 0.2 mile to Conununity Center on right. water and restrooms availabl€.

tn*r*.:.
COCKTAILS AND DINNER WITH THE BROCKMEYERS

ANNAPOTIS - SATURDAY JULY 25

11mi  ted

PARTY AT TliE FLAKES IN ANNAPOLIS - August 8

L im i ted  to  30 .  Sue  Wa lsh  i s  t ak inq  rese rva t i ons r  301_589_7159 .

Everyone !^'111 bring his/her own entree plus a dish to share.

* t t1.**

This.year pvs vil l  celebrate oktoberfest atBlob's Park on october 3. polkas and more-iegi.rninq
?t 9 p:m. Those wanting to eat there ."" ". i i"q---- 'to meet earlier -

Suzanne Boisclair has reserved 2O places. CaIlher -a t  703-532-05I1  (o r  sbo isc locr iss l i ; r ;  " ; t t :
send a  check  fo r  the  admiss ion  pr ice  o f  E6.OO. 'Food and ilr ink are extra.
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SCHEDULED TRIPS FOR THE 1999.2000 SEASONS

LOCATIONSDATES

D e c .  9  t o  1 6 . 1 9 9 8

J a n .  9  t o  1 6 .  1 9 9 9

Jan.  30 to  Feb.  6 ,  1999

Feb, 19 to tlat. 2, 1999

Feb.  2?  to  Ma! .  6 ,  1999
BRSC trip

TRIP LEADERS

Ned & Jacllm Fl.aherCy

Don 6 Kathy Dj.l lon

y r r r a  a o I l v r  d  r a L

Seenan

John $nith & Pat Tengel

No trip teader design-
ated at present tine

Ray & Nancy McKinley

Trip teader not design-
ated at present tine

frlp Leader not design-
ated at Pregent tine

Exact locatlon not

Mar .  27 ro  Apr .3 ,  1999 Val l ,  CO

Dec.  26,  99 to  Jan.  2 ,2000Stealboat .
BRSC Trlp

Jan.  29,  ro  Feb.  5 ,  2000 Park Cj . ty .
BRSC Trip

Feb,  26.  to  Mar .  4 ,  2000 toon,  NH or

Steanboat, Co.

Tel lur ide,  Co.

Sun va l  ley ,  fD.

Cor t ina,  I ta ly

Mt. Trenblant,

BRSC Trip Kll-]-ington. \/T decided by BRSC

If a aenber is intercsted in a particular trip. please indicate
to the Trip teader at this tine to put your nane on the lj-st and
nahe the depo8j.t requested by the lrip Leader. Renenber the
trj.ps fiLl-up guickly and there Is a linit to the nunber of
people on each lrip.

L 9 9 8

Fina.I detai ls of this eagerly anticipated f lrst cl-ub outing
to the slopes awaits announcements from the alr l ines, alue June
1 ,  1998 .  Lodg ing  a t  t he  Shera ton  S teamboa t  Reso r t  has  been
confirneal.

Thirty-nine PVs :nembers have indicated lnlelest in the t l ip
to  da te ;  and  I7  have  subn i t t ed  good- fa i t h  depos i t s  o f  $100 ,
refundable i f  the f inal packagre detai ls and cost are not
satisfactory. Others who want to ensure being included should
senal deposits to Jaclyn and Ned Flaherty. I f  the tr ip f i l ls
up ,  a  i i a i t  l i s t  w i l l  be  es tab l i shed .

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS
DECEMBER 9 _ ].6



SKI TELLURIDE
January 9 to 16, 1999
Saturday to Saturday

$1195! !
TRIP PACKAGE INCLUDES:

Round-trip All-Jet Air, Reagan National to Montrose, CO. Change planes Houston or Ctevetand.
15- Passenger-Van Transfers to Tellu.ide, 65 Miles, 75-90 l4inutes.
Deluxe Lodge/Hotel Accommodation in Blue Mesa Lodge at Mount€in Village Ptaza

Dd-6le Ocqrpan y. Ebv.lo., H€ied Sri bcts R@m, Sri+tsli{d KndEret6. tteck Cofimn Otjldoo. Hot Tob.
T€ Tavem Rest umnt (LuEt and Dit!E), The Tavem Bar wth Fnedae, (BreakM AELbre ar Nearby pl6z
speciaty Food EstabFshnenb or Fu{ Breakfasls at The Peaks d Take 0|e Free Gondora Downlo|vn.) Daitv Maid seM.e
NoHmoKnO,

One Only, 3 BRI/s BA Condo at Mountain Village Plaza, KAYENTA CONDOS_ {Dotsb oco+€ncy, 1st Fl, 3
reve6, Prn/ab Hot TL6, Living R@m fo. AprFSt;, Trip Lea&rs' auarras PtG 4 oiheB).

% l

Wdcome Wine /Che€se Party.
Lift Ticket, 5 of 6-day.
One Dinnea.
Sevoral Apres-Skis.
Pre- and Post-Trip Paaties.
Mountain Tour
F.ee High-Speed Gondola Transportation, 15 Hours a Day, 12 Min. to Town.

TRIP COST! 3fl95 (Full Pgckagq Per Pe.son Double OccupancyApplies To Alll
1 070 (70 oi otder, Fu 

 

Pact€ge)
815 (Land Only, No Ai. or Transfe.s)
690 {Land Only, No Alr or Transfers, 70 or older)
5'l5 (Single Supplement, Added to Any Above)

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: With Applieation:

By August 1
gy November 1

TO RDGISTER Df,TACII A.I!D COMPLETE THIS IORM AND SEND YOUR SIOO PER PER$N DSPOSIT CIfiCK TO 'GOSIIEN
TRAVEL"i AIID MAIL FOB}I AnrD CHECIi TO: cOSmN TRAVEL, &102 G(XIEEN VIEW m- GAITHE$;BIRG. MD 2Ga2- pE 3Ot
33037T. OIIIER PAYMEI\TTS ANf, DUXASABOVE. MAXE NOIE OF THIS SCHEDI]LE IINAL PAYMENT AMOIJNTS WILL
DII.IER DDPENDING OI{ YOUR PACXAGE PRICE. TRIPINSI]RANCE IS nf,COMMENDEDANDIS AVAILABLE; CALL cOSflEN
TRAI'EL, DON DILLON AT (*I\YNITN. CERTAIN PRE.ENSTING MEDICAL COI,IDINONS TIAY BE COYERED IF PI.AN
PARCIIASED WTIHIN 7 M&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�YS OF MTTAN DZXXfi. DETERMINED BY INSUROII DEPOSIT IS M)I*REII]NDABLE ATTER
OCTOBER T. PACKAGE }TIC.E IS SI]EJECT TO AVAILI3ILITY AND SPACD IS III'ITE'. ACT NOW!

ADDRESS
CITY

NAME(S) MALE FEMALE
ALL ACCOMMODAIIONS ARE NON-SMOKING.

STATE ztP CIIECK IF 70 YRS, OR OLDER
PHONE: HOMEI OFFICE ROOMMATE PREF. IF SGL.
INDICATE NUMBER: FT]LL PACKAGE LAND ONLY OTHER

tqTc cmrsF@eRta{trrD
sriorY.mruPAia|N(o NDrEaud

%
$100 (All Per PersonxNonretundable afler

October 1, 1998)
$500
Final Balance

DATE SIGNATURE(U couple, both sign)
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SKI SUIIVALLEY,IDAHO
Jrnurry 30 - l'€brurry 6, 1999

Coordinators: Dina Taylor (301-663-6089) and Nat Seeman 003-461-0859)

Join us in this ouktanding SKI ADI'ENT[IRE for 8 fnbulous days ln Sun Valley,
well bror?n for terrific skiing and luxury accommodations ir the famous Sun Valley
Lodge. This BRSC and PVS joint venture combines mary wonderful leatures into
a value loaded sH peckage for dl level rtieB Nnd norFskiers. Its as good as it geb.

Includ€d are rirfrre, gmund trevel, lodging & brealdast, pre-& post trip parties,
welcome & apres ski parties, 5/6 day LT +lddiLLT $25, ski race, dlnner dance, etc.
Res€rve a space now & send r $100 check to Dina Tavlor (paysble to DinN Tavlor)
8403 Stonehouse Road. Frederich MD 21702 : state your choice of b€d(s). King.

Any d€posits will
}e fully refundable until 2 weeks aftsr tte nyer has been published ln the TOOT.
For more informrtion pleese call Dina - 301{63{0E9,

w

PVS " tTAtY 1999
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE PVS 1999 EUROPEAN TRIP

F.iday February 19,1999 to Tuesday March 2,1999

FRI., FEB. ,I9 - FLY FROM DULLES AJRPORT TO VENICE, ITALY

SAT., FEB. 20 _ TMNSFER BY MOTOR COACH TO OUR HOTEL IN CORTINA

IN CORTINA - 7 NIGHTS AT A FOUR STAJT HOTEL WTH BREAIGAST AND DINNER
INCLUDED. (NOTE; THE HOTEL h|AS NOT EEEN CHOSEN AT THls rlME BUT
WILL PROBABLY BE EITHER THE HOTEL CORTINA" THE ANCORA OR THE
GMND SAVOIE)

SAT., FEB.27 - ON SATURDAY MORNING WE WLL TMNSFER BY MOTOR COACH ANO
WATER TAX TO OUR HOTEL IN VENICE

I N VENICE - WE WLL STAY 3 NIGHTS (SATUROAY, SUNDAY, AI{D MONIIAU AT A FOUR
STAR HolEl oN THE ISLAND. NOTE: lN VENICE . BREA,KFAST WLl BE
INCLUDED BUT DINNER WIU NqI EE

TUES., MARCH 2 - BREAKFAST AT THE HOTEL IN VENICE AND THEN TRANSFER BY WATER
TA)(I AI.ID BUS TO THE VENICE AIRPORT FOR THE RETURN TO
WASHINGTON. ARRIVE HOME I-ATE TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

TOTAL PACKAGE PRICE - EST. 3 ISOO (OOUBLE OCCUPANCYI

lF YOU ARE INTERESTED lN JOINING US: PLEASE CALL JOHN SMITH AT 3ot-299€it76

JOHN H. SMITH, AT 8174INVERNESS RIDGE ROAD,
POTOMIAC, MD.2OE54. ,

SEND A DEPOSIT OF SIOO TO:



****** ****** **x*)j* Jt***** **x)+* ****** ***x**
l.{,ltch 27 to Aqtrll t, tst.t

VV SKI VAIL VV
V? Join Ray and Nancy McKinley and ski Vail. the larsest ski alea in the Unibd States and the hiqhest rat€d
us ski area in all ski maEazines for the last four years! There's 4,644 acres of great skiing for all of us, from
beginners to double diamond slopes for expeds. At our unreal price. Vail is trulv qnbeatablellt Youwillg VAIL!

?? We'll stay slopeside at the 4* ski-in/ski-out Lift House. All units have fireolace. balconies. two oueen
sized b€ds. and cable TV. And best of all our units are a measured "39 feet 3 and 7rg inches" from the new.
Eaole Bahn hioh-soeed Lionshead condola. No hiking or buses to each spectacular day of skiing. The 12
passenger cabins are heated and f,y twice as fEst as the older gondola while they soothe you with classical music.

VV 5 of 6 dav lift pasges qood at Vail- Eleaver Creek. Key€lone E Breckenridoe--almost ti.oOO acrcs 
March and April are Vail's two most snow filled months. So we are ouaranteed great oorder skiinot And we fly
from close-in Reagan National to Eagle Vail on Continental all jet service.

VV Price includes all the ooodies vou exoect on a McKinlev-run trio: airfare, transfers, 3 superb group
dinners, apres sk every night, pre and post trip parties, all baggage handling, and gratuities.

W TrueVAlL Valvc: r Daqs, t Nlg;hts On[-$r,t*s,, gr,rr* for zo+ Vv
'The€e pdce6 may change stightly when we fnalize ihe detaib; 6ee our compbG ffyer in the July TOOT.
v9 This will be an extr€m€ly popuhr Aip. Yoq can reserve your spsce today by serding your check for g20O
(payable to Ray McKinley and reftrndable thrcugh Juty) to the McKinteys, 2326 North Upton Str€et, Adington,
VA 22i2074015, Please call us for mora intormation at (703) 527-7126. you'll absolutely ? VAIL. V9
****** .***Jt** ****** ****** ***i(** ****** ******

REMINDER REGARDING ATTBNDANCE AT LI}{ITED EVENTS

The Club has a long-standing poticy that i f  you cancel your
reservation after the posled deadlj .ne and there is no one wait-
l isted to lake your place, or i f  you are a , 'no-show" at any
event for vhich you have made a reservatlon. you are responsible
for paying your share of the expenses except, of coulse. in
the  even t  o f  emetqenc ies .

Those hostinq l inited events shouLal nake sure a deadline is
noteal in TOOT, but i f  t t  is inadvertantly omittet l ,  those rnaking
leservations should ask about the cut-off date.

Also, menbers of the PVS Boarcl are asketl to notifv the
host/hostess of Excon meetings j. f  they are 4gq comtng.
Excom meetj-ngs are open to al l  members of pVS but those not
members of the Boaral are asked to notify i f  they are coming
to Excom.



DINING AT THE COLONNADE

O^ May 2, at half-past six in the evening,_J2 pVS,s starteat arriving atBette.Walkerrs Condo party Room toting tieir various-assagnments for theAnnua.t spring Dinner- yes, it took ali 32 peopte io-unfo_6 ..ra "...y iiii""cases of red and wh.ite sine, a case of cnampalne, i5-pounas of veal, f2pounds of asparagus, tons of saraar, ."rrs "ira'tuit"i, 'rro..t arrangements,candres and etc-, etc.. etc. The co'mittee, "rr"i."J-uy Liz Triau and assistedby Pat Tengel, Bette walker, Dot uills ""a'r.liiiy-u"ilirt, made certain thatthis event was carried out in gaeat pVS traditi;n_ It yas a real treat seeinqinfrequent attendees sue and ;i1f n.".", rii""-_"a-j"n" g".g".., 
--";;"";;;*

llancy uonacelli anal Kirk and pe99y no-Ir.. roplilrt- ofi'an" evening withchocolate hazel nut tort Die and--offee, l{.alio" i.".la"Irt requested thatKirk Burns lead us in sonl by ren<leri"g'a;ilE"9-iii. - ag.io, thanks roBette for making it possible to use thi colonnad6 plitr, *ootrl-

PAST EVENTS
- 7  -

. . . B i l 1  A n d e r s o n

x***x)F **Jt*** *****x

TouR oF BRooKsrpE GARpENq 
X

On a. beautiful May norning some dozen pvsers gathered to tourBrooksiale Gardens. After Chart ie Huggins gatiered in t\ , /o Lostsouls l iait ing at the \^rrong place (ch;; lott6 xl ine and , lessrqa
b rocKwlcK) ,  t he  g roup  se t  o f f  l r i t h  an  expe r t  gu ide  to  the  p lan ts
and sections of the garden. It  was soon cle.- i  that ,nany ot
the  PVSers  $ re re  equa l l y  expe r t  ( such  as  Do t  M i l l s  and  B i l l
Anqerson anct the above mentioned Charlotte Kfine who kne$r aBuckeye tree when she sar,/ one), and proqress iras often slor^l
as  Lea rned  d i scuss ions  took  p lace .

After the outside, toulees went through the Conselvatories and
then adjourned to the plcnic area wheie many goodles had been
brouqht to share. Thanks to Rachel Abrahan f jr arranging thisdelightful morning--and for the delicious cookies sh- orouqntt

****** ****** *Jt****

TIIIS IS WHO WE ARE:

194  members .  16

U n d e r  4 0  . . . . . . .

6 5 - 7 0  . . . . . . . . .
7 0 - 7 5  . . . . . , .  . .
7 5 - 8 0  . . . . . . . . .
8 0  &  o v e r  , . . . .

app l i can ts . 12 absentee, 2 honolary.

2
I O
3 9
2 A
3 3
2 0
2 1

8

108  vomen ,  86  men
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TIIE MAY 98 PVS MEETING

The L€oDhardts gaciously opened their home for the May monthly meeting. Fifty-one people
filled the various roorns and the lower deck oftheir spacious house. Barbara,s preparation and
selection offood were exquisite, as always, and there was something to tempt every palate. If
you didn't try the cold salmon, you missed a most delectable dish.

The conversation groups were in high gear when Serge Triau sounded: .TIIE MEETING IS
STARTINC'with his magic Kazoo. Lu Beale, kept the m€€titrg in order as she always does, and
led us through the official pac€s with true Presidential authority. Glade Flake and Ray McKinley
were eloquent (as usual) about the future trips and activities, and Ray (as uual) participated in
the meeting from his favorite spot - sitting cross legged in the oidrtle ofthe floor. And (as usual)
Chadie erthusiastically promoted the mid week activities.

Maay thanks to Fred and Ba6ara for their warm and most geoerous hospitality,

Jack Ragen

. t

SOME ENCEANTED EVENING..................bv Liz Triau

Aloha! With the strains ofFlalvaiian music playing in the background, Janet and Clris
Wdn welcomed 36 PVSers to tircir tropical pandise on the 6llmy evlning ofMay 16. As we
eltered, tarct drap€d a beautifi.rl silk lei around each pdrson's neck and Cluis was ready with his
camera to captue a picture ofthe colorfirlly attired guests.

The cocktail hour was held domstairs in the recendy remodeled party room (the bar was
built by Chris!) rcsplendent witb tropical decor offlowers, pdm tre€s, flamingos and opening orfo
a two level deck oudined lvith Ilaming torch€s.We feasted on d€l€clable Hawaiiar Ptr- Pus
including skewered fresh fruits, Mearbals Bali Bali, Tahitian TidbitsrHukilau Cheese Ball, etc.
along with Volcano Puncb, Virgin Punch and other assorted beverages as we enjoyed lively
conversations with good &iends.

Following this abundance, we gallant PVS&Eers proae€ded to the main course, a fantastic
Hawaiian dirmer ofChicken Waikiki, Kalua Pork, rice, Sumi salad, and spinach salad.Theq on to
coffee and dessens ofApricot coconut balls, South Pacific Skillet Cookies ard Rum Nut
Cake.WOWl While eating this marvelous dioner, those s€ated at the dint€ room table amused
thernselv€s between bites by sorthg and orgarizing by category, the whimsic€l tropical confetti
(tiny palm trees, pineapples,flamingos, etc.)decorating the tsble and this was a very serious
endeavor , indeed.

In addition to preparing all the delicious food, Janet, with her boundless energy and
gnthusiastr! entertained us with a superb Hula Hoop demonstratioo and later, gave some ofus a
Hula dance lesson.Another wowl

With door prizes ofcaconuts,pin€apples, tropical sachgts and fond memories we departed
this perGctly lovely luau. Many thanks to Janet and Chris for this enchanted evelling.



Utah's Intsrconnoc-t Advontrro
- r 9 -

by Reg Heitchue

Have you ever loved something so much you wer€ willing to risk life and limb, some hard-
earned savlngs, and more than a little self-esteem for i|? lf you feel that way sbout skiing, and
you are willing lo make a day of it,.then ihe place lo go is the lnterconnec-t AdventuG in Park
City, Utah. I tded it, and herg s lhe r€sults.

To begin the day we mel at a little restaurant on the Park City ski area plaza. Our guide greeted
us, and then got straight dorm to business. Liability forms came first, and the guide's obvious
attention to obtaining our signalures struck tenor in the hearts of most of us. He spoke bluntly
about conditions. The weather was warm, and thus the snow was bad. Very bad. The skiing
would lhorefore be ldclq, demaoding the highest skills, w h jump turns required almosi every
step of the way. It at this late dale he was trying to discourage those of lesser skjlls and
stamlna, he was doing one helluva job.

Our group of eleven skiers, and two guides, head{--, for the lop of Park City by the shortest
route possible-a nose-bleed inducing ride up the ski team chair, lo the Pioneer chair, and finally
via the Jupiter chair to thE top of the Jupiler Bowl al its 10,000 foot elevation. Almost
immediately we set off, heading down towards Scofl's Bowl and benging our way over the be-
covered moguls lhal markc our descent. Once ther€, v/e go off-lrail and leave lhe skj area
behind. Affer a stronuous climb with our skis on our backs, we're at a point where we can
survey the top of a nearby ddge. Rod, the lead guide, goe8 ahead looking tor the "good stuff."
Soon, he radios back that he s found some accomodallng snow.

And good it is. In fac{, its beter than good. end our courage retums. We sweep down, cutting
f.esh iEcks through lhe aspens on an exquisite creamy surtace of loose granular snow_
Though we don't know it then this is to be the best snow, and easiest skiing, w€ are to have atl
day.

Before continuing, lhe sense of adventure (impending doom?) retums, as Rod does a check of
the Odovox avalanche beacons each of us cardes. We ski past him slowly, and he checks
each of our signals to make sure we are lransmitting properly.

We maintain our descent and anive at whal som6 would c.nsider the mosi hazardous part of
the tour-c'Iossing the highway coming up Big Cottonwood Canyon. Fortunately, tve miss the
ski tfafiic and make it lo the entrance of lhe Solitude ski area. Responding lo our instruc{ons
we immediately bear lefl, rip down to the base again, and up anothEr fin lo the top. From the
top of Solitude we blast dolr,n to the lifr line and then up a traverse thai leads past a sign
reading, "Closedl Avalanche Danger!" Rod informs us that lhe Solitude mountain safety people
know we are crossing. With thal assuranco ne follow the traverse, expeaience some of lhe"bad snot /'w€ werg wamed about, and allow ou, quadriceps lo bum as we race to sefeg. On
this day Brighton is a sleepy phce. We take the lone operating chair to the top, and the
Solbright Trail b€ck to th6 appropriately-named Solitude. After lunch, and some much needed
rest. we head fof Alta.

The route to Alta moves along a very tricky long lraversg known as "High!,vay to Heav6n"
though by the end ot the day at leasl a few of our group would say "High,vay to Hell" !.t€s more
appropriate. Th€ traverse runs across the slop€ of e huge bow|. lt looks do-abb at frst glance.
but al on€ point ttre sidestep a nerow verticai rise bettr€en rock outcroppings and my skis,
esch of lhem only 203 millime{ers wide, can bar€ly squeeze through, One of the group
adamantly retuses lo move forward unlilco€ched by Rod. Affe /srd lve split into two groups.
The "easi€i' way is with Rod, with Jefi, the other guide, leading the remaining eight along what
promises to b6 a tougher rout€. My pulse quickens as I am asked to iollow Jeff. We head
down looking for good snow, though as we drcp in allitude lh€ snolv becomes we{ter, heavier,
and morB challgnging io th6 point thal it qualfies !o be ss ugly and bad as Rod hsd promised.



Jeffs suggested tuming technique becom"" "nt"l *o n.*," Ou't it bn\ working for him or
sevBral of the test of u3.

Many falls later we get through this treacheous part of the joum€y. While some pray to avoid
breaks or sprains, all I csn think about is lhe wider skis I had used eadier In the season in Sun
Valley. lf I had bmught them, they weuld have made child's play of this crud. And yet, my hope
for the best available technology wouldn't have helped me keep up with the younger set who
were pad of this grcup. The lhlee "kids" from Vermont who rac€ train at Suicjde Six had no
problem using rcgular skis on lhis sluff. Neither did the other leen-agers from the Midwest, who
also race and who handled these conditions with €ase. I consoled myself by peering off into the
distance at the back ot Alta and, closer to hand, by observing some beadifulsnow comtces
sculpied by the high mountain wind. I strain to see High Rus{er, the legendary steep Alta run,
but it is over the ridge and not vigible. An unwel@me metaphgr, perhaps, as I watch my
younger compatriols zip down lhe mouniain.

We adve at Alta and are lransported across the base area by rope low. F om lhere ifs up the
wildcal [n lo lhe summit. We descend again, down the bumps, through a cor rol gate, and past
a sign lhat announces we are entering Alta's expert tenain_ We drop rapidly through varied
tenain and soon u/s'ra at the edge of Snowbird. The.e we are greeted by a roped-gff area and
signs marked, "Cliff Area." lgnoring what in most cases would be a siop sign, our guide leads
us through another controi gdts and then down a steep ciute where skiing at breakneck pace
makes the ven'ed tenain a cfiaflenging obstade course. The woods be@me dense as we
descend, and lh€ whoop-dedoos in the traverse add to the excit€menl. Before long, w€'re
cruising pasl Snovrbi.d's beauliful Clitr Lodge, We maintain speed and gtide all the way to
Snowbird Pbza.

And now we ale at the last phase of the day's joumey, where tired bodies, rather lhan ditrtcult
snow, pose the greatest threat to our safety. As part ot the Interconnecl lour, we enioy a
specia{ slatus and avoid the lift line by going straight to the tram. The lram takes us non-stop
from the bas€ lo the 11 ,000 foot summit of Snowbird. The odginal group comes back together
at this poir{, tha van having brought the smaller group over from Alta. pat, who is lead guide for
the lr(erconnecd tout and van driver for lhe day, joins us. Together, the lhree guides put lheir
heads tog€ther and decide to take lhe Primrose run lop to Mtom. Some of us foltow, trying to
keep up, but at a mucfi slower speed than the guid$. Msibility on lhe upper section is bad
becausa of fial light, and gEvity becomes mora of a diredional than what \de see in fror{ cf us.
We must have leEmed something over lhe course of lhe day, because a la minutss tater
we re all regaouped on tha plaza, exhaugted, bul safe and sound.

As we ride back in the van, one of our group, outfitted with an altmeter dudng the days lravails,
reporls thal the verticaldrop we accomplished was 14,600 fee{--apprcximately 2 3/4 miles! We
ardve at Part City eventually, and bid goodbye to the guides, extending our sincere ihanks for
seeing us safely lhFugh this exhilarating advenlure. Al the conclusion of this t tah vacation,
the groupwillhead home io dislanl poinls, including Virginia, Vermont, Kansas, Maine.
Conneclicul, and Washington Siate.

The warm wealher at lhe time of this tour made thg going somewhat more difficult thao on other
days, but this is lo be expecled in these mos y ofi-trail locsles. In faci, one h€s the sense thst
the degree of diffc{lty we faced is nothing compared to whst it would be ater a hesvy snow.
There arB no grooming machines in the back country. Only thrills.

The Interconnec{ Adventure tour runs 6very Monday through Satuday on those days when
sno'v conditions pemil and thethFal of avalanche is tolersble. Give il € lry, or make lt a goat,
as the case may be. Whatever risks you run, you'll be proud to wearthe pin that
commemorates your effon.



T{IE KNEE
by

Ray Hc( in1eY

Arcther day goes by,
another week, another
montll Now the edire

ski season is gone, and many of us are
aontemplating next season's ski trips. Can it be
possible? The world simply whizzes by. Albert
Einstein understood it. Time is relative (not like
your mother-inJaw). The older you get the faster
time moves (also not like your mother-inlaw).
Recently, rather than "May," I dated a check
"April. " But it was April, 19961

Moving "rapidly" oq the longest day ofthe
year is J$rc 22. Then it's all down hill (to coin a
phrase) to winter. But patience is essential. After
all, nine women can't make a baby in one month.

At a chuch ev€nt, introvert Jackie FtaherEv
tackled Redskin Rich Owens. His responsq "sign

her up." She also knocked down Gus Ferotte.
Jaekig thought he was making a pass.

After a Florida tour &'ldch included Sanibel
lsland and Jacksonviile, John and Ellen Bugess
went to MacoD, Georgia. There th€y visited with
Jack Lilly. Despite eye problems, 149! remarns
active, and as always, a true Southem Gendeman.

New Excomer Bob Marx is serving his
s€cord term on Excom. Eob is only the third
person in PVS'S 33-year history to serve a second
Excom terrn. The others ar€ Aase Beding- now
rctited in Hilton Head, South Carolina, and [ill
Haget now retired near Rerp, Nevada. This
obviously (?) suggests thd the Bob Maxx will soon
retire to Madla in thc Philippines.

It's trug at the May PVS meeting at
Barbara and Fred Leonhardt's. Nat Seeman was
quite, aherq 'nattily" attired. Also there was Ju[e
Read and hubby. About to calebraie their first
anlneeversary, Jrme manied 6 days too early to be
a June bride. But she wa$ one ankneeyway.

At the meeting Fred Leonhardt told me he
edoyed lots ofour PVS events, our ski trips and
especially the Krce, but rarely saw his name. Are
we doing better this montlL Fred Leonbardt?

Now it can be told. The selfsame general
conlractor, Fred Leonhardt, spert three days (as in
three days) flidng Sue Walsh's toilet. Now Su!
can flush and perhaps Fred L€onhardt is flushing.

The May meeting "formally" was called to
order by ex-Pres Seree Triau performing a kazoo
solo. To paraplrase a line ftom last month's IGee,
ifyou havetr't heard a splendid kazoo solo before,
you certaidy didnt there. Aad that was after
S€rge assued the Kn€e that he had spent literally
"minutes" in practicing his kazoo craft.

For your non-reading pleasue: both Eill
Anderson and Lu Beale did not lke the new book
'Cold Mountain.' The skiing parts were "paltry."

Congrats to John Matthews. He is now
the Editor of the local "Over the Hill Gang" ski
oewsletter. Are they dpe fo! a gossip column?

Ar update on PVS'S last skier of the
season. It appears to be Bing Poo[ Ile was in
Val d'Isere on May 2. But Bing didnt ski; he
sno*toarded. The Knee isn't cedain that counfs,
since most snortoarde$ can't count ankne€yway.

As ski season ends, Marianne Cook is off
on a trip to Icelald. Arlette Delong is hoad€d for
a tour of Tibet. &Lelfie assued me that if she did
meet the Dali Lam4 she would sing "Hello, Dali. "

Btuce and Penrv Hanshaw will be visithg
family in Alaska. Thereafter, BBr@ will head for
Te udde. (Telmyride?) Tbis may be a bit early for
Don and Kathv Dillort's ski trip there next season.
With all these folk traveling, Rosalie Ciccotelli is
staying herc paiating her home's new addition.
Will there be a PVS meeting in Rosalie's future?

This July, George Hicho will be retiring.
Let me assure you, Georqe may be a lot ofthiogs,
but retidng certaiDly isnt one ofthem.

Both Cbris and Janet Wdn and Glade and
Joan Flake were out and aboat on th€ Chesapeake
to watch the yachtsmeo leave Armapolis on the
round-the-world lvhitbread. An auto maker will
sponsor the next race in 2002. The Whitbled wil
bethe Volvorye. (This is a geat pun; I'll explain
its nuances. You see, rye and whit are types of
brcads, and they are both words connoting funny.
Now you can read it again. And laugla dammit!)
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CAI.ENDAR

June  11  . . .  V ienna  to  Res ton  b i ke  r i de ,  p ,  2
June  16  . . .  Mon th l y  Mee t lng  a t  Be t t y  Law;ence ' s ,  p ,  I
June  23  . . .  Excon  a t r  Be t te  Wa lke r ' s
J U - L \ /  - L d  , , .  t / V s  a E  K a q E I m e
Juf y ZS . .  .  cocktaitE--a-[d-al inner at the Brockmeyersi ,  p.2
Ju l y  28  . . .  Excom a t  Annapo l i s  w i th  PaL  Tenge l  and

John smlth
Ju Iy  30  . . .  G rea t  Fa l l s ,  MD to  Seneca  b i ke  r i de
Aug .  8  . . .  Pa r t y  i n  Annapo l i s  w i th  the  F lakes ,  p .  2
Aug .  20  . . .  Candy  Cane  C i t y  t o  ca r re t t  Pa rk  b i ke  r i de
Aug .  2 l  . . .  Danc ing  a t  Be thesda  Me t ro r  F ree .
Aug .  25  . . .  Excon  w i th  the  ca t re t t s  a t  Occoquan
Sep t .  5  . . .  C rab  Feas t  a t  Be t t y  Lawrence ' s
Sep t .  15  . . .  Mon th l y  nee t i ng r
S e p t .  2 2  . . .  E x c o m  a t  D i n a  T a y l o r ' s
Oc t ,  3  . . .  Ok tobe r fes t  a t  B lob ' s  Pa rk ,  B .  2
oc t .  17  . . .  B i ke /H ike  a t  t he  l -eonhard t i s .  L im i ted  Eo

25. Make your reservation vith Barbara at
3 0 1 - 9 6 3 - 8 1 1 i . .

Nov .  7  . . .  A r t s  C Iub  D inne r
D e c .  3 l  . . .  1 9 9 9 ,  l 4 i l l e n i u m  P a r t y

Correction: msrvrlwo j uno . com {Margaret Wyckoff)


